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The Kreutzer Sonata 
 

By Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910) 
This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, 
distributed, or modified without permission. For more information or to 
volunteer, visit librivox.org. 
Copyright expired in U.S., Canada, EU. and all countries with author’s 
life +70 yrs laws. This design is in the public domain. 
 
 
Publication of The Kreutzer Sonata in 1889 was a significant 
intellectual event worldwide. Censored in Russia, it set off 

an explosive debate in Europe, America, and Asia on matters relating to 
sexual abstinence and the hypocrisy of marriage. The novella emphasizes 
Tolstoy's controversial view on sexuality, which asserts that physical desire is 
an obstacle to relations between men and women and may result in tragedy. 
The Kreutzer Sonata has been recognized as among the best examples of 
Tolstoy's art of storytelling. (Introduction by Dorlene Kaplan). 
 
 
Read by Dorlene Kaplan & Larry Caplan   
Total running time: 3:41:12 
 

    Cover design by Larry Caplan 
    Painting by Pierre-Auguste Renoir (1876),  
    Woman at the Piano 
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